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BIGGER,
BETTER,

BUSINESS

Contributing to their luster as leading lights in the
global art world, the cities of Miami and Miami
Beach expanded their support of art and design with
bigger, better exhibition spaces and a plethora of new
programs, which translated into more opportunities
and fatter wallets for both artists and their galleries
around the world. As part of an effort to deepen its
long-standing partnership with Art Basel by building a
legacy for the future, the city of Miami Beach initiated
an effort called the Legacy Purchase Program and
acquired work by emerging artists Ebony G. Patterson,
represented by Monique Meloche Gallery, and Amoako
Boafo, represented by Mariane Ibrahim Gallery.
Boafo’s work was also highlighted at the new Rubell
Museum, a 100,000-square-foot campus designed by
stellar architect Annabelle Selldorf. The new museum
will allow the Rubell family to present exhibitions
drawn from its unparalleled collection of more than
7200 works built over 54 years to a broader public,
and Boafo is the first of the new museum’s artists in
residence. Works from another private collection were
also shown at Espacio 23, a contemporary art space
founded by collector and philanthropist Jorge M.
Pérez to serve artists, curators and the general public
with exhibitions, residencies and a variety of special
projects drawn from the Pérez Collection. And veteran
gallerists from Europe, Latin America and the US.
lauded the completion of the Miami Beach Convention
Center renovation, which resulted in roomier booths,
theintroduction of new spaces and sectors foremerging
artists and large-scale works, and strong sales. Though
Art Basel is generally thought of as a contemporary
fair, classic modernist works from “new old masters”
like Picasso, Matisse and Dubuffet from as far back as
1900 contribute to the mix. Hammer Galleries sold a
Chagall for $2 million, while Galerie Thaddeus Ropac
sold a towering 2011 Georg Baselitz bronze sculpture,
“Sing Sang Zero,” for €3.5 million (nearly $3.9 million),
the highest-priced sale reported by Art Basel. Blue-chip
artworks also contributed to a wave of strong sales
at Art Miami, Miami’s oldest art fair, which returned
for its 30th anniversary with 170-plus international
galleries showcasing works by bold-faced names like
David Hockney, Jackson Pollock, Jeff Koons, Damien
Hirst, Gerhard Richter, Hiroshi Senju and Frank Stella.
But a large number of collectors opened their billfolds
for works by lesser-known living artists, too, many in
the $10,000-t0-890,000 range thanks in part to a new
sliding-scale program initiated by Art Basel this year to
support the participation of small and midsize galleries
that rejuvenated the show—and as well as others below
$10,000 at other fairs, like Spectrum, Red Dot and Scope,
which highlight the works of emerging artists.




Clockwise rom 10p:
John Baldessan, “Stake:
Art is Food for Thought
and Food Costs Money™;
Marene Dumas, “Miss
January*; George
Condo, "X-9 Explosion”;
Keoith Harng, “Untitied,
19817 Joff Koons, "New
Hoover Convertitie™,
Amoako Boal, “Self

in Gueei™. Richard
Prince. “New England
Nurse.” Opposile poge:
Amoako Boak, “Hudson
InBaby Bue Sult” Al of
he Rubel Museum.




ACCENT ON DESIGN

The 15th edition of Design Miami/, a curated showcase
of furnishings and objets d'art presented by the worlds
top galleries, took place in its new setting located in
Miami Beachs newly dubbed Pride Park across the
street from the convention center. Among the highlights
was an immersive installation of suspended illuminated

glass sculpty created by Jef Zimmerman with

James Mongrain and a presentation of new organic

sculptural works inspired by extraterrestrial

creatures of the deep sea and created by Rogan Gre

presented by R & Company. Other standouts included
TAKT PROJECT's Curio exhibition, which focused

in real time on the creation of a collection of iceberny

inspired lighting, and London-based Mexican desig

Fernando Laposse’s debut of Pink Beasts, a collection

of hammocks and sloths made of long, pink strands

sal mabt

ot

rials and techniques nat

Mexico in collaboration with textile desig

Damman as well as local artisans in Sahcabd, Yucatin
Other design influencers extended coveted invitations

to private dinner parties wh w collections of

ods and objects were shown and

furnishings, case

designers and their supporters were toasted. Among

the best were Ornare’s annual dinner for design world
luminaries at MC Kitchen across from its show room
in the Design District where its newest collection of
closet systems will be showcased this spring, and
Avenue Road’s celebration at the Pine Tree Drive villa
of its founder Stephan Weishaupt of the company’s long-

standing collaboration with renowned architects Yabu

Pushelberg and designer Victoria Wilmotte, whose new

wm of furnish

collect gs ideally suited to the condo

lifestyle so prevalent in Miami were introduced
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hand of the artist is a key to understanding creativity with
works by internationally renowned Korean artist Chun
Kwang Young and Mexican artist Ricardo Mazal, whose
an incubator of innovative, process-driven works offer compelling narratives
District, offered a look into  on key issues of contemporary life and cultural identity.
The Faena District hosted a festival called The Last Supper,
Hancock, in a solo  designed to break down the boundaries between food,
spirit and contemporary art with a series of talks, films and
meditations that explored various forms of spiritual healing,
The Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami presented a
mesmerizing off-site exhibition called All the Eternal Love |
Have for the Pumpkins by artist Yayoi Kusama in the Miami
Design District. And at the gallery Perrotin at Art Basel,
artist Maurizio Cattelan commandeered the spotlight with
his controversial work “Comedian®—a piece composed of a
banana affixed to a wall with duct tape that sold for $120,000
before performance artist David Datuna peeled the fruit off
‘the wall. And ate it w
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