THE CREME DE LA CREME OF TOP DESICNERS TURN
A WATERFRONT ESTATE IN WEST PALM BEACH INTO A
FANTASIA OF HICH DESICN AT THE KIPS BAY DECORATOR
SHOW HOUSE PALM BEACH—ALL IN THE NAME OF CHARITY.

By Jean Napar & Kara Franker If Phocography by Nickoles Sargent



For more than four decades, well:
heded de

from all over the country to the annual

a aficionados have flocked

Kips Bay Decoeator Show House
(kipsbaydecoratorshowhouse org). one

of the most ralked-abour events in New
York City. Each year, a group of cckbeated
designers reimagine 3 magnificent
mansion in Manhattan. Their aim is 10
eaise moecy for the Kips Bay Boys &
Giirls Club (kipsbay.org), a flagship of

the Boys & Girls Clubs of
provides funding for much-needed after

erica that

school and carichment programs scrving
11,000 chikdren in the Bronx. Famous
alumai inchade superstars Jennifcr Lopez
and Kerry Washington, Last year, in
parenership with Boys & Girls Clubs of
Palm Beach County (bgepbe.org), the show
house expanded 10 an additional location
in Palm Beach, The second edition of the

star-studded affair, held this past winter at
2 Meditcrrancan mansion overlooking the
Lake Worth lagoon in West Palm Beach,

contimucd what promises to be an equally

welcome tradition in South Florida—and
an excellent excuse to cscape thase blistery
winters up porth

In just under four moaths, the group
of talented designers from all over the
country completcly transfornscd cach roam
of the 10,000-square-fooc Founcain House

Prime ¢

aples of the beight Klcas oa
show appeared in the grand double-height
living room just beyond the e

ance,

which Greenwich- and Palm Beach-based
designer Cindy Rinfeet transformed into
an Anasolian-tinged comfort zone wrapped
in classic shades of bloe and white and
enriched with exotic antiques, such as

3¢t of carved wooden arches, a pair of

carved palm tree chairs and hanging linen

billy ceglia




shades that set off conmemporary upholitered pieces with spirired
Flavoe. “We were looking for an updased Moroccan fed, and the
custom-embroidered drapery we designed with Helland & Sherry
and construction by The Shade Stare were important 10 balance
the rather small windows for this karge, grand space,” says Rinfret
“The deapery helps give the room a betser proportion and character
for our design.”

In the dining room around the comer, New York designer
David Scout
sunlight that flks the room during the day as inspiration for his

od 1o the home's seunning watcr views and the

multifaceted appeoach to the space. “I wanted to create an degant

and soft dialogue berween the room and the huscious liwn and

the beautiful Intracoastal view thae guests can see through the
sheers on the tall windows.” says Scort. The sky-blue plaster
coiling, the extraordinary cloudlike blown-glass chandelicr by
Jeff Zimmcrman and a custom-woven moss-green leather rug

by Docis Leslic Blau pay homage to the natural scrting, while an
exuberant Larry Rooes painting—entied “Nymphs & Satyrs”
commands atrention as a focal poine so powerful that the designer
opeed 10 forgo the use of any other color or partern in the room
Character-rich antiques and artisan-made furnishings, including
& 1945 lealian inkaid sideboard by Giovaani Garibakdi, an ultea
comtemporary brass Melting dining table by Chinese artist
Zhipeag Tan and caguisite chalk-painted Directoire antique chaies
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from Gerald Bland add substance, while ceramics
by artisans Peser Lane and Kristina Riska finish off
the space with odgy texnure.

Views of nature also inspired Boca Raton-
bused Leanne Yarn's design of the den in a coencr
of the house on the main floor. She tapped the
tranguil, soothing colors of the waser in custom
casework with an inecgrated window scat and
two flanking bookends housing storage. “The
element serves as the room's centerpiece, bringing
height, depth and light to my space.” she says.
Personalizing the mwulkifacesed feature like a work
of ary, she applicd real coconue shells, which she
cut and painted into three-dimensiosal tildike
pieces, 1o the frones of its door pancls like mosaics

Up the back staircase and along the second-
floos hull, Connecticue-based Billy Ceglia
brought these often overlooked spaces w life.
“My inspiration was the photographer Nick Mele
and his family, who are young, stylish and a bic
irreverent,” he says of his appeoach 0 the decor
“They akso have an Instagram account called
@a.sockal life thae shows their daily life in a dighly
off. comical, imes soph d
bur ahways checky way.” Peppering the walls with
his photographs and kecping the spirit of Melc's
artivnde in mind, the designer creaed family-
friendly spaces rooted in the “Palm Beach look.”
bue with 2 more youthful spin. Among the notes
of fun he injected inco the formerly characrerdess
spaces was an “honor bar,” which he made more
dramatic by painting the grasscloth-covered walls
with a hush palm-green hicquer. He also added
whimsy by outfirting the built-in bar with candy
and soda in custom-fitted deawers. “Our design
vocabulary is crisp and tailored. and our color
scheme reflects that—brighe whise with accents
of black tile and saddle leather and thos amazing
palm frond-green walls and fabeic”™ he says. “Te
says “Palm Beach” without being too clichéd.”

Past the hall, designers Meg Beaff and
Danielle Rolling offer their own fresh rakes
on coastal-chic style in two separate decamy
bedrooms. Loag Island-based Beaffs vibrane
guiest room brinss with an updated mix of
vibeant patterns of her own design on the walls,
curtains and four-poster bed—all were custom-
colored in Palm Beach inspired shades of coral
kmon and apricoc—and the bed bs 1opped with
custom linens hand-cmbeoidered in America
by Jane Scoet Hodges' Leostine Linens in New
Orleans. Adhanta-based Rollins’ design of another
bedroom, with its wrought-iron fxux bamboo
canopy bed topped with an uphelstered pagoda
and curtained in huxe coeal-hued marclassé and
cotton sateen, nods to old-school Palm Beach
ghamour complete with a fringed sofa, retro
pincapple lamps, layered rugs and a 19605 bar

david scolt




cart. Never content with just designing a room, in the closet Rollins
showcased her stylish and whimsical capsule clothing collection inspired
by her world travels.

Rounding out the upper-level rooms with modern panache are Palm
Beach-based Mitch Brown's modern and restrained master bedroom, layered
with creamy stonc-washed lincns, de Gournay silk wallpaper and cashmere
throws, and encrgized with accents like an églomiséd faux bois mirrored
cockuail table and a custom-designed flower petal pouf in sun-kissed shades

of citrine, rosc quartz and charcoal, and Krista Wattcrworth Altcrman's “Le
Bubblc Lounj.” a glamorous master bathing and dressing arca with a sexy
ibe. Its standout feature: book-matched slabs of black- and gold-

e marble framing an infinity soaking tub, which glistcns amid

bubble-inspired sconces that arc as joy-inducing as a glass of Champagne.
If the inventive designs on display here this year were any indication,

the southern coastal setting is sure to spark the imaginations of some of the

country's most creative designers in exhilarating new ways. »
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